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Ellen’s Epistle:
.
Dear Friends,

The days get shorter and the light seems more
precious as the seasons change. The natural world is
heading into the season of hibernation. We, human
beings, thanks to electricity’s capacity to lengthen
our days, often move into over-drive as we begin
holiday season preparations. Even as we remind
ourselves that these are religious holidays, well
observed with simple rituals, we meet many
expectations that have grown up around these special
days.

The Church Year runs from Advent to Advent,
unlike the calendar year’s January to December
order. That means that our new church year begins
on Dec 3rd. Our religious tradition of the year begins
in quiet reflection and leads to the celebration of
Jesus’ birth on Christmas Day, keeping Advent as a
season of preparation, steeped in Scripture. You’ll
notice that many of the stories of the season are
based in biblical stories.

If you’re looking for a way to stay grounded in this
busy season, what better way to begin your new
church year than to re-start a practice of regular Bible
reading? As you know, there are many approaches to
Bible Study.

If you want to begin fresh, you can begin with the
Gospel of Matthew and continue through the New
Testament and then turn to the Old Testament.

You can Taste the Daily Bible Readings with
Forward Movement’s daily meditation and link to
the Prayer Book readings of the day
(prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_day.php
?d=1&m=11&y=2017)

You can join the weekly Bible Study and Eucharists on
Mondays, 1:30pm, and Wednesdays, 6pm, to let group
discussion inform your understanding of the passages.

You can Read the Bible in a Year with the Center for
Biblical Studies
(thecenterforbibliclstudies.org/rea-the-bible-in-a-year)

You can Listen to the Bible with the Communal
Reading of Scripture schedule
(fullerstudio.fuller.edu/series/communal-reading-script
ure)

Whatever approach you choose, remember that you
can re-start at any time. Scripture is at the heart of our
faith. Start your new year with a re-start of Bible
reading for spiritual good health.

Ellen+

Our Life Together
Cycle of Life
Sep 15 Burial Earl Fromel

Nov 1 Confirmation Pat Barrett
Louise Basile
Rosemary Caramico
Carole Cossaboon
Charlene Rondeau

Nov 5 Baptism Rodney Halter

Mark your calendars! 

D
eadline for the Jan/Feb 2018 issue of the
Chimes and Times is Dec. 15th.

`



2Episcopal Shared Ministry of Cumberland CountyNovember/December 2017
Check out our website:
http://cumberlandnjepiscopal.org

Weekly Worship

[consult our website for updates]

10 am Worship & Sunday School at St John Bosco,
Millville (M)
1st Sun, 4 pm Adaptive worship at St Andrew’s (B)
Mondays, 1:30 pm Eucharist & Bible Study in
Vineland; [Oct-May location:
Family Success Center, 1038 Chestnut Ave, #235 (at
State St), Vineland]
Wednesdays, 6 pm Eucharist & Bible Study at St.
John Bosco (M)

Flowers for Christmas

I
f you have received this newsletter by postal
mail, you’ll find a Christmas Flowers
envelope enclosed. Christmas Flowers

envelopes are also available on Sunday mornings at
the church. Please use these to indicate the way you
would like your memorials and honoraria to appear
in the Christmas worship service bulletin. Your
donations provide funds to purchase flowers to
enhance the beauty of our sanctuary at St. John
Bosco Church.

Holiday service schedule

Thanksgiving Day 10am Eucharist at St Andrew’s
(B)
Blue Christmas 12/21 7pm St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (M)
Christmas Eve 10pm Eucharist at St. John Bosco
(M)
Christmas Day 10am Eucharist at St Andrew’s (B)

Good News Reports

Diocesan Honors

T
hree of our members were honored by
diocesan recognition this year. Joyce
Cooper and Paul Cooper were recognized

at the Sept 30th Evensong Honoring Older Adults at
Trinity Cathedral, and Frances Jervis was recognized
at the Oct 14th Women of Honor Luncheon.

Congratulations to all three of you, and thank you for
your faithful years of Christian service.

Update from Redemption School, Gonaives,
Haiti

R
edemption School reopened its doors on 11
September 2017 and already more than 423
pupils are present: 35 in kindergarten, 105

in primary, and 283 in secondary. The results for the
state examinations were very satisfactory this year for
the Institution Redemption: 9th fundamental year
94,28 / 100 or 33 out of 35 Baccalaureate 90,47 / 100
or 19 of 21. These results rank the Institution
Redemption among the 3 great schools of the
Gonaives. Thank you for all your support. Yours
sincerely . Fr. Diegue +, Head of School

Health Fair ~ Sept 9

O
ur first Health Fair was a great success. We
welcomed many medical professionals and
medical suppliers to staff our Fair in the

basement hall of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Millville;
together, we welcomed neighbors and parishioners for
a morning of presentations to raise our awareness of a
wide variety of health issues and available community
resources.
Find out more on Episcopal health ministries with
these on-line resources:
http://www.episcopalhealthministries.org/,
http://www.episcopalhealing.org/.
Thank you for your support.

A New Home for Our Neighbor

S
ept 26 was Move-In Day for the “Welcome
Home” apartment through the M25 Initiative.
The “Welcome Home” program is part of

Housing First, an innovative approach to housing for
homeless women and men. We sponsored one of the
early participants in this program, gathering all the
items that make a home. From the bed to the hangers
to the coffee maker, this new apartment is truly a
home, thanks to your hospitality.
Our experience with this apartment was so positive,
that the Vestry voted to do it again. Items for a second
Move-In day are needed. Consult our contact-persons,
Ellen Garrison and Monica Green, to find out what’s
still needed and what you can contribute. You made a
home for our neighbor, and you’re at work on a second
one. Thank you for your generosity!
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Learning Together

Focus groups & faith development

T
his fall, we continue our concentration on
worship with the young people in our
congregation. The summertime focus

groups revealed a desire on our parts to welcome
people of all ages in worship and to teach our
children the Episcopal liturgy. To that end, you will
notice our young people with teen- and
adult-partners as they learn the basics of Episcopal
worship and share our weekly Eucharistic
celebration. Please make them welcome and help
them with their questions and suggestions.

Youth Group

A
s Jesus said in Matthew, "Let the children
come to me, for the Kingdom of God
belongs to such as they."

It is the goal of the Youth Group to bring our young
people to God in such a way that they open their
hearts and ears to His message. Our young people
have challenges unthought of in earlier times. They
see many injustices in society and are aware of the
needs of those around them. Bible study and
opportunities for community service are integral
parts of every meeting. Our youth contribute to
today’s church and are the future of our church.
God's strength and our guidance are needed. Next
mtgs: Nov 16, Dec 7, Jan 4, and Feb 8.
Contact-persons: Joanne Gallagher, Grace McClean

Book Group

T
he Book Discussion Group will meet on
Tuesdays, Nov 21 and Dec 12 and 19;
11:30am at St Andrew's (B). The book

selection is Pearl S. Buck's The Good Earth
(Washington Square Press, 2004 edition). Books are
available from Rev Ellen, $12 each.

Advent Wreath workshop

O
ur annual inter-generational Advent Wreath
workshop is coming up on the first Sun of
Advent, Dec 3rd. The workshop will be

held in the parish hall at St John Bosco (M), beginning
at 11:30am. This is a great opportunity for individuals
and families to create a home Advent Wreath and to
collect the prayer materials needed during the Advent
season. Please sign-up for the workshop on the sheet
outside the church office, so we’ll have supplies for all
participants. Contact-person: Pat Barrett

St Nicholas visit

H
e’s coming! St Nicholas is coming to Sun
service on Dec 10, 10am. Join us to hear
about this Christmas tradition and to greet

Bishop Nicholas of Myra, beloved saint and protector
and helper of those in need.

Stewardship

T
hank you to those who have already
responded to our fall stewardship education
program. This year’s “Journey to

Generosity” offers weekly bulletin inserts with a focus
on claiming our current generosity and discovering
invitations to expand our impact in the world. Your
prompt return of your pledge card for 2018 helps your
vestry prepare an accurate budget for the new year.
AND pledge cards received by Nov 19th are eligible to
enter this year’s pledge raffle of a $100 gift certificate.
Questions? Contact our Treasurer, Russell Cooper, or
Rev. Ellen 
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What’s Happening?

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Nov 5 Dee Bell
Nov 5 Rosemary Caramico
Nov 5 Patricia/Dave Shelton
Nov 6 Matt Balicki
Nov 6 Judy Rice
Nov 7 Madison Saul
Nov 8 Maryalice Robinson
Nov 14 Michelle Alston-Harrell
Nov 14 Amy/John Vanderveer
Nov 15 Calvin Chance
Nov 16 Addie Bracco
Nov 19 Olivia Harrell
Nov 19 Jane McCubbin
Nov 20 Ronald Voss
Nov 20 Betty/James Ceto
Nov 21 Mikayla (Mikkie) Otero
Nov 21 Linda Chance
Nov 22 Tammi Cooper
Nov 24 Sarabeth Sabella
Nov 27 Susan Kline

Dec 1 Doris Botts
Dec 6 Louise Voss
Dec 12 Bryan Wallace
Dec 12 Tom O’Reilly
Dec 13 Maryann Wallace
Dec 16 Debra Vena
Dec 16 Ann/Jack Heath
Dec 17 Thomas Kline
Dec 21 Ron Piernikoski
Dec 22 Colin Harrell
Dec 23 Elaine Cortelyou
Dec 27 Robert Garton
Dec 27 Carol Federici
Dec 27 Nancy Ratcliffe/Barbara Reger
Dec 31 Brittney/Andrew Ingersoll

Jan 1 Katie Griebau
Jan 4 Kathryn Ryan
Jan 5 Nancy Ratcliffe
Jan 6 Lori Heath
Jan 6 Carol Lieber
Jan 9 Donna Cooper
Jan 11 Janice Carpenter
Jan 11 Charles Verderose
Jan 12 Russell Cooper Jr

Jan 13 Patty Pearson
Jan 15 George Curtis
Jan 15 Tom Gurzo
Jan 16 Alyson Molnar
Jan 19 Reba Roberts
Jan 20 Alfie Lockette
Jan 20 Lorraine Darr
Jan 28 Topanga Griebau
Jan 28 Debbie/Tom Hanson
Jan 31 Pedro Custodio
If you have an addition or change to this list, please
contact the church office. Thank you!

For your calendar…

Nov 5,11:30a ECW mtg (M)
Nov 5,4p Adaptive worship (B)
Nov 9,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Nov 16,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Nov 16,6p Youth Group (B)
Nov 19 Thank You coffee (M)
Nov 19,2p ECW mtg, Good Shepherd, Pitman
Nov 20,6p Vestry mtg (B)
Nov 21,11:30a Book Discussion Group (B)
Nov 22,7p Community Thanksgiving,
New Life World Outreach (M)
Nov 23,10a Thanksgiving Day Eucharist (B)

Dec 3,10a Altar Guild installation (M)
Dec 3,11:30a Advent Wreath wksp (M)
Dec 3,4p Adaptive worship (B)
Dec 7,6p Youth Group (B)
Dec 10,10a Visit of Bp Nicholas (M)
Dec 12,11:30a Book Discussion Group (B)
Dec 14,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Dec 18,6p Vestry mtg (B)
Dec 19,11:30a Book Discussion Group (B)
Dec 21,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Dec 21,7p Blue Christmas,
St Paul’s Lutheran (M)
Dec 24,10a Advent Eucharist (M)
Dec 24,10p Christmas Eve Eucharist (M)
Dec 25,10a Christmas Day Eucharist (B)

Jan 4,6p Youth Group (B)
Jan 11,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Jan 25,2-4p Food Pantry (B)
Jan 28,11:30a Annual Meeting (M)



5Episcopal Shared Ministry of Cumberland CountyNovember/December 2017

Service & Outreach

Altar Guild

O
n Dec 3, the first Sunday of Advent, we
will recognize our Altar Guild members,
continuing and new, and install Marge

Miller as our Altar Guild Directress. The Altar Guild
is an essential ministry that is accomplished with
little recognition. On this Sunday, let’s take time to
say “thank you” and to honor those who support our
worship with their faithful work of prayer and
preparation.

Blue Christmas

B
lue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am
feeling blue." Not everyone is up and
cheery for the Christmas holidays.

Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life
after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a
job, living with cancer or some other dis-ease that
puts a question mark over the future, and a number
of other human situations make parties and joviality
painful for many people in our congregations and
communities.

A Blue Christmas service offers sacred space for
people living through dark times. The service is
reflective, accepting where we really are, and
offering healing and hope. It is a time when we can,
with others, acknowledge the “blue” feelings we
have at Christmas time, the reasons for them, and
offer them to God, to our great sign of hope, the
Christ Child.

Our Blue Christmas worship will be held at St Paul’s
Lutheran Church, 301 N. Third St., Millville, on
Thurs, Dec 21, 7pm.

Holiday Food Baskets

T
his year, we will be putting together eight
food baskets for Thanksgiving and for
Christmas. Here are some items for your

shopping list: Canned Vegetables, Mashed Potatoes,
Stuffing, Rice, Pasta, Mac & Cheese, Applesauce,
Beans, Canned Fruit, Cake Mixes, Jell-O, Pudding,
Fruit Juice, Coffee, Tea. If you are able to contribute
a turkey or a ham, please contact Shanna Fulcher or

Rev. Ellen. The youth group will be packing baskets
this year and ask that you, please, bring Thanksgiving
donations to the Church by Sunday, Nov 12th. Your
contributions are greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Code Blue

N
ov 1st begins the season of Code Blue care
for the homeless in our communities. St
Andrew’s will be part of the Bridgeton

rotation, as it has been previously. Contributions of
snack foods, breakfast foods, juice, coffee, paperware,
and gift cards for miscellaneous purchases are
welcome. Volunteers are needed to staff the parish hall
for the evening meal, overnight, and breakfast. Open
Code Blue weeks at St Andrew’s are 11/1-4, 11/19-25,
12/24-30, 2/4-10, 4/1-7. If you can help in this
essential community ministry, contact Rev Ellen for
more information and/or to place your name on the
service schedule. More information? Consult
<http://www.m25initiative.org/code-blue.html>

Hate Has No Home Here

M
ayor Kelly of Bridgeton has called our
faith communities to pray for peace in our
cities. Church of the Resurrection chose

the first day of each month as our part in the
community fast-and-prayer cycle. The campaign for
peaceful communities now includes the national
campaign, “Hate Has No Home Here.” You’ll see
these yard signs throughout the county and on the lawn
at St Andrew’s. Join us in prayer and active care for
others that our communities may truly be communities
of prayer and peace.

Make your gifts special this year

A
lternative Gift Giving is a way to make a
difference in the world and share Christmas
wishes in a special way. Many charities

provide a gift-giving opportunity that allows you to
give in honor or memory of another, and the charity
will notify the honoree of your gift. Consider these
possibilities:

Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD)
This has been a year of hurricanes, earthquakes, and
fire. ERD is part of recovery efforts in all these places
and welcomes your gifts to assist in emergencies and
to provide monies for on-going development projects
around the world. Consult the ERD website,
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http://www.episcopalrelief.org/, and the section
“What You Can Do.”

Salvation Army

T
he local Salvation Army outreach supports
holiday preparations for many people in
our community. If you would like to make

a gift that will bring immediate aid to our neighbors,
consider a gift to our local Salvation Army at either
733 E. Chestnut Avenue
Vineland, NJ 08360-4464 (for Vineland and
Millville) or 29 West Commerce St, Bridgeton, NJ
08302 (for Bridgeton).

COR “Building for the Future”

A
special Building Fund has been
established by the Vestry to save for
expenses related to the construction of

our new church building. A gift to the Building Fund
can honor or remember someone(s) and provide for
the future. At the time of your gift, notify the church
office, and a gift card will be prepared for your
recipient.

Victims of Human Trafficking

T
his fall, we have been collecting items for
local men, women, and children, who have
been rescued from human trafficking

situations. Consider a gift to the Center for Family
Services, Human Trafficking program, to support
this work…

Dear Friends,

As the holiday season is approaching, we prepare to
share our abundance with which we have been
blessed. An organization that has stood out to me
personally this year is Center for Family Services.
This organization has many wonderful programs and
services. This organization has specifically been of
importance to me, as it is associated with an
increased awareness of a systemic problem in our
county with human trafficking.

As a mental health clinician providing services for
at-risk children and their families in Cumberland
County, this issue has surfaced and the impact on
many local families has been brought to my
attention. We often think that human trafficking is

something that exists only internationally or in large
cities. It is my hope that with increased awareness and
education we will understand that human trafficking is
a serious local issue and we will be motivated to
increase support for local survivors through this
organization.

I hope this will encourage us to learn more about how
we as members of the Christian community can
contribute this holiday season and keep the many
survivors in our continued thoughts and prayers. To
learn more about the intensive human trafficking
services and support available through Center for
Family Services, consult their website,
<https://www.centerffs.org/> Their services include
counseling, housing, medical services, legal services
and advocacy. A general, memorial or honorary
donation, focused on the Human Trafficking program,
can be made through the website at
<https://www.centerffs.org/get-involved/donate>.

Thank you for your time and consideration to support
the many survivors who reside in our community!

Amy Vanderveer

Church Leadership

Vestry Notes

The Vestry met on Sept 18th; however, due to
members’ illnesses and schedule conflicts, quorum
was not achieved. Business was reviewed and no
action taken.

The Vestry met on Oct 16th to review the business of
Sept and Oct. Minutes and Notes from the previous
meetings were reviewed and accepted; treasurer’s
reports were reviewed and accepted. Money raised
($1315) for Redemption School, Haiti, has been sent,
and the diocesan matching grant application for $750
has been completed. The basement clean-up at St
Andrew’s has been completed, and the fall outdoor
clean-up at St. Andrew’s has been completed as well.
The fire inspector’s visit to St Andrew’s has required
some repairs, which have been completed.

The vestry evaluated recent activities: Health Fair,
church picnic, M25 Welcome Home move-in, and a
summary of the summertime focus group discussions.
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Decision was made to prepare a second M25
Welcome Home kit. Several projects underway were
reviewed: Safe Church training, fall pledge
campaign, and Confirmation preparation. A report of
the Diocesan Special Convention was received, and
plans for the Vestry Retreat were finalized.

The Vestry met in retreat on Oct 21st and took action
on the following items: decision to proceed with
building a new church; decision to move forward
with a Master Plan, including a Sanctuary as Phase
One; decision to hire an architect; and authorization
for the Executive Committee to explore hiring a
consultant for a capital campaign. A timeline of
activities was sketched to include steps anticipated in
the planning, building, and completion of the new
building over the next two years. 

Is there something you’d like to have?

T
he contents of COR/Trinity are packed and
in storage in order to accommodate our
new renter, Greater Deliverance Church.

Items at COR/St Andrew’s are still in place. If there
is a COR/St Andrew’s item(s) you are interested in,
please write a letter to the vestry, following this
format: 1) request the item, 2) state a reason for your
request (memorial, favorite, etc.), and 3) a suggested
donation. The vestry will consider your request and
get back to you. Vestry Liaison: Carol Gurzo

Leadership contact information

Church of the Resurrection
www.cumberlandnjepiscopal.org

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
186 E. Commerce Street

Bridgeton, NJ 08302
Phone# (856) 451-3233

Fax# (856) 451-5608
email: standrewsbridgeton@verizon.net

Trinity Episcopal Church
800 E. Wood Street Vineland, NJ 08360

Phone# (856) 691-1589
Fax# (856) 691-7243

Email: trinityvld1863@aol.com

2003 West Main Street
P.O. Box 1525 Millville NJ 08332

at
St. John Bosco Church/Parish of All Saints
2 Hillcrest Avenue (at Rt 49), Millville NJ

Wardens: Ed Bowman, Senior Warden 
John Pearson Jr, Junior Warden

Vestrymembers: Michelle Alston-Harrell, Sonia
Burgher-Gayle, Donna Cooper, Joanne Gallagher,

Carol Gurzo, Brittney Ingersoll, Les Meehan, Chuck
Miller, Linda Nolan

Clergy: The Rev. Ellen C. Rutherford, Pastor
email: ecrutherford@juno.com

Rectory telephone: (856) 457-7374
Cell phone: (609) 319-9234

Office Hours: Vineland Rectory,
 Mon/Wed, 9am-12pm; 

Telephone: (856) 457-7374
St. Andrew’s, Tues/Thurs, 10am - 2pm; 

Telephone: (856) 451-3233
St. John Bosco, Wed, 4-5:30pm; 

Telephone: (609) 319-9234

http://www.cumberlandnjepiscopal.org
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SERVER SCHEDULE

DATE READERS CHALICE ACOLYTE ALTAR GUILD

Nov 5 Cossaboon, Garrison,
Ratcliffe, Pesiri

Meehan
Ratcliffe

Harrell
Miller

Heath, J. Miller, 
M. Miller, Rondeau

Nov 12 tbd, Burgher-Gayle,
McCubbin, Meehan

B. Ingersoll
Reece

Harrell
Miller

Cooper, Parker, Rivelli,
Cossaboon

Nov 19 R. Cooper, Jervis, Williams,
Gannotta

Pearson
Walton

Harrell
Miller

Botts, Hanson, Ratcliffe,
Pearson, Fulcher

Nov 23, 10am
Thanksgiving

Walton, Smith, Garrison,
Robinson

Williams

Nov 26 tbd, Pesiri, D. Cooper,
Torchio

Gayle
St. John

Harrell
Miller

Alston-Harrell, Harrell,
Jervis, Alston

Dec 3 Bracaliello, McCubbin,
Gayle, Cossaboon

A. Ingersoll
Mundy

Harrell
Miller

Heath, J. Miller, 
M. Miller, Rondeau

Dec 10 Burgher-Gayle, 
R. Cooper, Williams, Meehan

Meehan
Ratcliffe

Harrell
Miller

Cooper, Parker, Rivelli,
Cossaboon

Dec 17 Gannotta, tbs, Jervis,
Ratcliffe

Walton
Williams

Harrell
Miller

Botts, Hanson, Ratcliffe,
Pearson, Fulcher

Dec 24, 10am D. Cooper, Robinson, Gayle,
Pesiri

A. Ingersoll
B. Ingersoll

Harrell
Miller

Alston-Harrell, Harrell,
Jervis, Alston

Dec 24, 10pm Torchio, Garrison, Gannotta,
Cossaboon

Meehan
Mundy

Harrell
Miller

All members

Dec 25, 10am R. Cooper, Williams,
Ratcliffe, Walton

Walton
Williams

Harrell
Miller

Dec 31 Burgher-Gayle, McCubbin,
Gurzo, Meehan

Gayle
Gurzo

Harrell
Miller

Heath, J. Miller, 
M. Miller, Rondeau

Jan 7 Bracaliello, Jervis, tbd,
Torchio

St. John
Williams

Harrell
Miller

Cooper, Parker, Rivelli,
Cossaboon

Jan 14 Gayle, Smith, Robinson,
Ratcliffe

A. Ingeroll
B. Ingersoll

Harrell
Miller

Botts, Hanson, Ratcliffe,
Pearson, Fulcher

Jan 21 D. Cooper, Pesiri, Cossaboon,
McCubbin

Meehan
Pearson

Harrell
Miller

Alston-Harrell, Harrell,
Jervis, Alston

Jan 28 tbd, Meehan, Garrison,
Walton

Mundy
Ratcliffe

Harrell
Miller

Heath, J. Miller, 
M. Miller, Rondeau

If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and contact the church office in order
that the change can be included in the service bulletin. Thank you!
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